RUSSIA

friendship has continued uninterruptedly as a guiding principle of all
Prussian policy. This way of flirting with the Muscovite spirit, to
which it would be far better to show our teeth, is quite simply the
disgrace of Prussian history. As a result something of Russian has
entered into the Prussian genius, and infinite evil has resulted for
Germany as a whole. But Prussia wished to protect its rear, and
while for its part it renounced all activity in the North-East of Europe,
and so obtained the right to seek new acquisitions in Germany, Russia
profited by the opportunity to extend more and more in a westerly
direction. And this was so only because Prussia's policy of conquest
in Germany had created a permanent rivalry with Austria. Thus
we assisted at the edifying spectacle of two great Germanic powers
which, instead of uniting to repulse the Asiatic barbarism, as one
would have expected from the German Northern Marches and the
Austrian Eastern Marches, rather sought mutually to oust each other
at St. Petersburg, and thus, in the end, only served as pedestal to the
greatness of Russia. ... So we must end with all this talk about
most holy Russia, we must finish once for all with Russian friendship.
For one thing is quite certain: it is that our hereditary enemy on the
eastern frontiers may some day become infinitely more dangerous
than our other hereditary enemy has ever been on our western frontiers.-
And how ill-omened has this enemy's influence already been! If the
European peace which followed after 1815 has been in reality only an
armed peace, it is in Russia that the first cause has primarily to be
sought. By her domination of Poland she thrust herself like a wedge
between Prussia and Austria, and so could far more easily encourage
the rivalry between these two powers. And thus she obtained all
the power, according to circumstances, thenceforth to hurl herself
on either the one or the other. That is why Prussia and Austria
have had continually to be on their guard.
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WHO would venture to deny that at that time Russia genuinely came

to our aid, which for that matter was why she claimed and finally

obtained an excessive recompense?    But if from a certain viewpoint

Russia could be considered as our hereditary friend, I maintain that

this friend is ten times more dangerous to us than the nation which so

far has been our hereditary enemy, that is to say, France.    Since the

latter lost Strasbourg and Metz, she is no longer able single-handed

D do us any great injury.   If the possession of Metz was the original
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